Fas (CD95)-related apoptosis and rheumatoid arthritis.
Abnormal proliferation and/or persistence of synoviocytes and inflammatory cells has long been described in inflammatory arthritis conditions, but only relatively recently has substantial attention been drawn to the relevance of abnormal apoptotic processes in disease pathogenesis and treatment. This review summarizes a current understanding of the Fas (CD95)-Fas ligand (CD178) apoptotic system, which has most predominantly been examined in rheumatoid arthritis. There, synovial inflammation is often characterized by a unique resistance to Fas-related apoptosis, and agonistic therapeutic interventions upon Fas have consistently been found beneficial in both animal and human disease models. Therefore, modulation of the Fas pathway will hopefully be of both pathogenic and therapeutic interest in the study of inflammatory arthritis conditions in general.